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I feel convinced that real Provincial autonomy is an impossibility
unless there is responsibility at the Centre, or unless you are
prepared to so weaken the Centre that the Provinces will be able
to dictate to the Centre. I know that you are not prepared to-
day to do this. I know that this Conference does not conceive
a weak Centre when this Federal Government is brought into be-
ing, but that it conceives a strong Centre.

A strong Centre governed and administered by an alien
authority, and a strong autonomy, are a contradiction in terms.
Hence I feel that Provincial autonomy and Central responsibility
have really speaking to go together. But I say again that I
have an open mind. If somebody will convince me that there is
Provincial autonomy, such as I have conceived, for instance, for
Bengal, available, I would grasp it.
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226.   EXTRACT FROM PROCEEDINGS  OF THE FEDERAL
STRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING

LONDON,
November 25,  1931

My Lord1, I followed your speech yesterday on this very im-
portant subject with the greatest attention and with all the
respect that is undoubtedly your due, and in connection
with that speech I read the paragraphs on Finance in the Federal
Structure Committee's Report of last year, I think it is pragraphs
18, 19 and 20, and I regret to have to record my opinion that I
cannot endorse the restrictions that have been suggested in these
paragraphs. My position, and, I think the position of all of us,
must be very difficult when we do not know exactly what are
the financial burdens.

Let me explain. I would naturally have to consider the
thing from, one point of view if *Army' was reserved subject, and
another point of view if cArmy* was a transferred subject. I have
also very great difficulty in expressing my view by reason of the
fact that the Congress is emphatically of opinion that the obli-
gation to be taken over by the incoming Government should be
subject to audit and impartial examination

1 Lord Reading.  He had taken the chair when Lord Sankey left.